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Horace. 





I think it my Duty to warn the Publick againft Three 
Sorts of Hiftories, which may do great Mitchief to the 
State, and are a lafting Scandal and Reproach to the 
Commonwealth of Letters, Thefe are Secre: Hiffories, 
Parallel Hiffories, and Party Hiffories. By Secret H, wies 
I mean fuch as are compil'd from bare Reports, oral 
Traditions, or probable Conjectures ; put together witha 
no other Intention but to blacken fome memorable 
Tranfa&ion, or bring a particular Sett of Men into Dif- 
graces By Parallel Hiffories are meant thofe Hifforie:, 
which are written not fo much out of regard to paft 
Occurrences, as for the fake of expofing the prefent 
State of Affiirs, under an artful Refemblance to Faéts 
and Incidents of another Date. In deferibing which, the 
Truth is ofte:: ftrain'd, fome Tranfaétions are fupplied 
by Invention, and others have a new Turn given a 
by the Relator, on purpofé to keep up the Parallel, arid 
make it more exact. By Party Hiffories I do not under- 
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oo 
‘a, —~—— Peccare docentes 
pon . . 
it Fallax Hiftorias monet. 
Pte 
~ ICERO tells us, That Hiftory is the Guar- 
te dian and Tutor of Life; whereby he plainly 
= Points out to us the great and extenfive 
as Ufefulnefs of that Science. We often wilh 
os to have the paft Years renew’d, and to call 
08 TE ack Youth, tho’ we know it is Impoflible: Hijfory has, 
™ in a great meafure, this Miracle within its Power; to- 
be gether-with the Advantage of Recalling only fuch Years 
- and Tranfactions as are moft Memorable and Enter- 
me tainine. But befides this Miracle, it can give a rt 
- Head all +> Beriefits of grey Hairs, make him a Mat 
bs. for his gray Anceftors, and furnifh him wich the Expe- 
FED rience of a C It was a fine Expreflion of a young 
$n Nobleman, w! ‘cine of his Turors, and manner of 
a Education, faid ; He baa been bred: under Livy and Pox 
in ME lybius. Maxims and Rules for Life are confirm’d by 
Tryal, and have not half fo much Force, as when fup- 
aa rted by Facts and Occurrences : Hence the better Part 


of Hily Scripture is Hifforical. All the Force of Ex- 
ample frikes us with more Advantage, in the faithful 






















re Bingrapby of the Dead, than in the Perfons of the Li- 
* ie ving, whom perhaps we do not throughly know, or 

a ke } ice... lace the Great and 

“ ood . and Abbor rhe 

r n meet with Oratory 

p al Events to Sater deferving the like 

hak Fate., We admire the Courfés of Providence : Learn to 

ign diftinguith between the real’ Ufes and Vanities of Life : 


‘Are rous'd with the Defire both: of ‘prefent and poftliv- 
mous Reputation; and fee ugh the Arts and Stra- 
tagems of de/izning Men. We take exact Profpeéts of 
the Wirld in a larger Map: Travel and make Voyages, 
without Hazard or : Pry into the Councels and 
‘Meafares of Kings, Princes, Churches and Commonwealths : 
_ Battles, endure Fatigues, manage Treaties and 

gotiations, and recite the Parts of Sratefmen, S:ldiers, 
Ambalfadors, Merchants, and Miniffers of Fujtice, all 
within the Compafsof a few Pages. We trace our own 
Original, as we ate Members of a Family, a City, a 
Province, or a Kingdom. We perufe the feveral Dangers 
and Delwerances our Country has met with : Can tell the 
Rifeand Validity of eur Publick Settlements ; where we 
are ftrongeft, and om what fide moft expofed; what 
Date every Part of the Conftitution bears; and thereby 
x w to value the Bleflings we enjoy, and i So 
tion our Zez) forghe Publick, to every poljtical Cirgum- 
























































a flance and Tranfittion.  Ail> thefe~ migtty*Advagrages 
by 8 BS @re, with an admirable Variety, dealt out te tein abun 
oS PERS dance, from the Treafures of Hijfory : Which feetms to 


be the only Science, wherein we read Men and Books 


rthefe Reafons, Hiffory is a very difficult and ar- 
Guous Undertaking : So difficult, that without the Afii- 
lance of mary learned Contributors, it feems to be too 
great a Province for any fingle Author. The Qualifica- 
tiong of a good Hifforian lie indeed in a very narrow 
OM p: G: The Motto to my Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory, 
which he has all along fo well obferv’d, contains the 
um of them: Ne quid falfi audeat dicere, ne_guid veri 
non andeat : He mujt not dare to Conceal any Thing that 
% True, nor Tell any Thing that ts Falfe. A Mam fo 
Ahort and reafonable, fhould, one would think, be uni- 
rfally obfery’d: But then there are fo many Cafes, in 
hich Falfhood affumes fo very much of the exact A P- 
Pearance and Refemblance of Truth, that even a skilful 
Vriter may be often as calily impos'd on, as impofe 
pon others, | 
















































































‘promote its declining Ipterefts: Wherein 


fiand the Accounts of any one Party or Faétion ; for 
thofe may be very True and Ufeful: Buc I mean fuck 
Hiffories as ave written for the Sake of a Patty,-and to 
is a 
manifeft Byafs upon the Author, who mift keep 4 

sdk do" Froth, ‘bus Delipa; “abit Model 


to perfuade us, » Conceal, Alter, and Temporize his Faas and om 


that they may effectually ferve his Friends, inflead of iti- 

“ftruSing his Readers. All Works of this kind are re- 
fery'd for a Cri/is, and come abroad in fome favourable 
Funtlure, 

I mention thefe Corruptions in Hifory at this time 
more particularly, becaufe we feem to be threaten’d 
an Jntroduttion, lately Publith'd, with a Third Volsme 
of the Hiffory of the Reformatton, which, however ufeful 
the Undermking may be, efpecially in fuch able Hands, 
yet, fofar as we may venture to Judge of it by the Jn- 
troduttion, is like to fhare very much in all thofe Defea@s 
and Corruptions, which J juft now Hinted at. 

The Author may run the hazard of W1 iting a Secret 
Hiffory, by being too Accurate and Inquifitive in his 
Collections.- The Reformation was a publick Tranfagtion, 
and doubtlefs the beft Account to be given of it, nauft 
be by the moft publick and authentick Materials: If a 
Compiler takes the Liberty to cull his Facts from private 
Letters, obfcure Pamphlets, Minutes and Extraéts ill-ar- 
tefted, uncorrect Copies, {purious or imperfect Manz- 
feripes and, in fhort, from the grofs Lumber and Re- 
fufe of Libraries, Cloijfers, end private Studies ; without 
regard to the many pious Frauds and Mifakes committed 
on both Sides, by Monks, Friars and Fefuits, and by a 
mixt Body of Reformers, including as well the Foreign 
Lucheran and Calvinift, as Engli Proteftant : it is im- 
pollible but many dangerous Errors and Falfhoods muft 
inevitably creep into fuch a Work, not eafily deteéted 
at fuch a diftance of Time, or if they are, of great Pre- 
judice to the Proteffant Caufe : Efpecially fince the Ay- 
thor ef ‘the Introduttion owns, that many fuch Mifikes 
have already corrupted the Two Fir/? Vidumes, by in- 
ferting maim'd and fpurious Pieces; and tho’ he pleads 
heartily for the reviving of Controver/ial Learning, yet 
no Man has been more Averfe than tle, to Anfwer Ob- 
jections, or Defend himfelf againft the most Rational 
Enquiries, that have been made into his paft Errors 
and Falfities. He has, no doubt, been often wrano’d 
by weak and prejadic’d Writers : But good Judges will 
queftion his hearty Defire to promfote Controverfial 
Learning, when, inflead of Replying to an Argument, 


they 







































































































find him refolv’d to Knock down all his Ad- 
aries with a Blow. He calls one a mean wrifiing 
Werer: Another engages out of private Pignee A 
U et Hi rd raifes bis Jndignation: A Fourth lofes ail Efcem : 
WaFifth is foolifly Revengeful: A Sixth Mbnatured 
h Stornful : A-Seventh dil-natwred and Indecent ! 


pag A Eighth 100 Minute : And the reft li-bred and Mer- 
“27 5- cenary. 


Eyen the Learned Mr. Wh.rzon has his Share of 
thefe Sevérities; tho’ he owns be was Zealous again? 
Popery, and knew many things relating to the dark Ages 
= oe the Reformation, beyond any Man o his Time : 
fhilft his own Account of himfelf, is, That be takes 
poffffion of the Nation's Belief : ‘That his Works Sell ; and 
all who read them are * Such a Polemick may get 
his Facts attefted by Dampier, and produce a Bull in Evi- 
dence, fo Printed, that it cannot be read, without any 
Danger of having his Secret Memoirs examined and 
confuted, : 

There are manifeft Footfteps of a Parallel Hiffory in 
this Work. The Author does not ftick to acknowledge, 
that he writes to a Crifis. He talks of a Female Reign, 
when Promifes were broken, Parliaments pack'd, and a poor 
harmle{s Woman, Weak tho’ Learned, and guilty of nothing 
but what ber Religion infufed in ber, was carried to l know 
not what Indecencies. fays, the Reafons return, that 
first engaged bim to write ; and one of thofe was, rhe 
breaking out of the Popifh Pfor. Heapprehends the dread- 
ful Power of France, and Danger of 4 Popifh Succeffor ; 
and that.we are ncarer Popery than ever : “ys he fuppo- 
fes, we are in a worje State now than formerly, and better 
prepared for Popery. He imagines that the Svsithfield 
Fires are about to be Rekindled, and concludes with a Re- 
folution, preparatory to his own Martyrdom : Being it 
feems ftedfaftly Purpofed to make no more Referves or 
Alterations in that Do&trine, which be bas been Preaching 
now above Fifty Years, What can be pg from a 
Work written with this View, and made to refemble 
prefent Facts, inftead of accounting for paft Tranfa- 
&tions 2. How thall he be exaét in his Knowledge of for- 
mer Times, who is fuch a Stranger to thofe, in which 
he lives ? Have we fuch a Qucen upon the Threne ? Are 
we as Dependent upon France as formerly? Is the 
Grand Monarch as Young, Active, and Powerful as 
ever ? Js not the Popifh Succeffor excluded ? Is his Right 
as unqueftionable as his Pretended Father’s was? Do we 
mag ec the fame Liberty as heretofore ; or can this 
Author give an account of a Plot, and will he incur 
the Guilt of Mifprifion, by concealing it ? Where then 
is the exactnefs of his Paralll, and why is this fuch a 
dangerous Junéture? He fays, We are funk in our Learn- 
ing, and that little elfe is attended to but Dry Specula:ion, 
cold Resfonings and Dry and Dead Performances. This, 
I fuppofe, may be meant of the great glut of Preach- 
ing, now fo much in Requeft : Tho’ certainly the Cen- 
fure is very Unjuft. But let him tell us, who introdu- 
ced this Mode, and laboured to Difcountenance the 
Study of Controverfies. He complains of our being vi- 
tiated in Principle, tainted with Atheifm, and over-run with 
Free Thinkers: But let him fay, who encourag’d this 
Se& moft; who broke down the Fences of the Church, 
and ebftrusted every Remedy, that was provided againft 
thefe Evils. He inveighs againft thofe, who change Re- 
ligions with every Wind and Tide, and go off from ek 
Standard. We are entirely with him in this: Upon 
their Heads be the Blame, who have refolved all Reli- 
gion into Temporal Craft, or have laboured to render 
every Ejfablifhment precarious and ineffectual, by brand- 
ing it with the odious Name of he He bewails 
the Breaches and Divifons that are made and fomented 
among? us: But whofe Fault is that ? Schifm has been 
a Crime: It is now a Principle of Confctience. We are 
never in the Right. Formerly it was not Tolerated, now 
it is Fncourazed. VE thefe are the Marks of the prefent 
dangerous Cris, we will Second his Application to the 
Legiflature, and intreat them to watch carefully over the 
Sacred Truft of Religion, and guard it aaak all thefe 
Dangers. ’ When this is done, I hope our Author will 
agree with me, that Popery has no other way left to 
come in by, except one, which with great Graviry and 
horror of Mind he mentions, and that is, Wischcraft. 

The Jntrodxélion feems to threaten us further ; and to 
prepare us for a Pariy-H.jivry, written for the fake of 


One Side only, and not for the Good of ‘the Chui} j, 
genera. Elfe why futh Labour and Pains to’ blax,, 
the prefent Adauniftration? Why does he infiny, 
that we are fo very near Popery, as that the Abiy-],,) 
are the main Matter in Difference between us. | ¢- rr 
name a dexen Articles, that we cannot yet get over, ani 
I believe never fhall: And yet even in this Cafe, }, 
has found a way to fave our Eftates, tho’ Popery wer, 
reftored by a Method now in Ufe among the Prince; 
Germany: How does he prove, that the Jnguifition js, 
be Eftablifhed here, or that there are Sworn Spyes gp, 
pointed fecretly to learn and fearch out fuch Perfon or Per 
Sons as fall Evil Bebave themfelves: (This feems to 
aim’d at the Societies-for xy fess of Manners) Why 
fhould he condemn any Attempts to Reform Pop 
efpecially in France ; does he think we fhall ever join 
with them, till they are as Reform’d,as our felves ? This 
Project pleas'd him very well, when it was firh 
on Foot between Francis J. and Henry VIII. as the Loni 
Herbert and Le Vaffor have related that Affair ; and oy 
Author feems heartily to lament the Mifcartiage of { 
hopeful a Defign. He will be Thank’d by his Pary i 
for reprefenting the Neceffity of Baprifm and other D;. A. 
nities of the Prie{thood, now contended for by our |). 
vines, as Popi/l» Dotlrines, tho’ a little Skill in Cony, 
verfy might foon undeceive him. They will be charm'j 
with his reviving the Opinion of Gregory Nazianz 
tho’ condemn’d by a thoufand better Writers, by Ciriy 
and Bexa, and what is more by Sound Reafon; whereby 
he condemns alt Affemblies of the Clerzy from Gener 
Abufe and Corruption. Hence, fays our A tion Warhin & 
promoted the Submiffion. A rare Example for thoj 
who play their Convocation-Pox'r againit the Supremuy 
it felf. But who will thank him for reminding us, Thy 
the Papijis refolve all their Treachery and Breach of Fi) 
into Cafes of Neceffity? Or for advifing us not to truf y 
the Integrity and Firmnefs of Courts of Fujtice, whey 
an Afjensoly of the States is no longer necefJary? Who will 
thank him for Eftablifhing rhe Doéhine of a Legal Pe. 
Jecution, ox for aftixming, That Bifhops made by the Com, 
have been ordinarily the Advancers of Schifms and Her. 
fies; tho’ in a few Pages more, he contends ftrentouly 
for the Supremacy? Thefe Hints and Remarks might 
have been left to fome little Scribler and Pampbleteer ty 
colle& from his Works, and apply them to either Pary 
as there was occafion: It had been more decent in 
him to fet down naked Fa&, and thereby clear himfel 
from the Reproach of writing Party-Hijfory. 

After all, 1 hope this Introduétion is Spurious, o 
that when the True Hiflory comes out, a Po/t/cript o 
an Appendix will give fomewhat a better Account o 
the Adminiftration. We may poffibly mend by tha 
time: At prefenr, if we are, as he fays, an Infen/ible and 
degenerate Race, not to be moved ; J am fure he will ne 
ver be able to perform the following Miracle upon Us 
which is, To awaken thofe by brs Difcoveries, on whim 
the cleareft Demonftrations will perbaps make no Imprt 
fon: For I never heard till now, that a Difcovery wa 
of more force than a Demon/tration. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


In a few Days will be Publith’d, 


*," A PREFACE ta the Bifhop of Sarum’s Intro 
duction to the Third Volume of the Hiftory of the Re 
formation of the Church of England By Gregot 
Mifofarum. Price 6d. As alfo, A Letter to tt 
DISSENTERS. Price 6d. Both Printed for Jol 
Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 


O* Monday the 14th of December next, at 6 in the Evening, ¥ 
begin a Courfe of Mechanical and Experimental Philotop.), 
wherein the Principles of Mechanicks, Hydrottaticks, Pneumai’ 
ani Opticks, ave rationally demenitrated and proved, by more 0% 
300 Experiments. By J. T. Defaguliers, of Oxford, M. A. ¥™ 
will be at Squire’s Coffee-houfe in Fuller’s Rents, Holborn, ev 
Monday trom 6 till 7 in the Evening ; and at the Widow H2¥” 
bee’s in Hind-Gourt, Fleet-ftreet, where the Courfe is given, ¢i*! 
Saturday at 6 in the Evening, till the Courfe begins. N. 5. 
talogues-of the Experiments smay at any time be {een at the T® 
Places abovementioned, and likewife at Mr. Jonah Bowyers, be 
we at the Rote in Ludgate-ltieet : Where Sub{cription # 
taken in. 
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